TORU is a young craft
and design company that
produces beautiful, simply
designed furniture with
exquisite materials.

2_ About TORU

About TORU
TORU is a young craft and design company that produces beautiful, simply designed furniture with exquisite
materials. Our collections are characterized by the use
of high quality leather, produced locally with the highest
standards of craftsmanship using vegetable-tanned
leather.
That is what motivates us, to explore the properties of
leather for the design of objects. Experimenting with the
material to create original forms with symbolic, aesthetic,
but also tactile qualities. All our products are handmade
by local artisans, and are either unique or produced in
small series. They are exciting designs capable of lasting
many years.
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The old tannery workshop
and today the showroom of
TORU.

Jordi Ribaudí founder
and design manager of
TORU

Founded in 2015 by Jordi Ribaudí, the company based
in Igualada (Barcelona) has its roots in the local leather
industry, and is located in a restored nineteenth century
tannery.
The story of Toru’s creation goes back to 2005 when
Jordi Ribaudí decided to move his product design studio
very close to where his family had run a leather factory.
That year he reached an agreement with the owners of
an old tanning factory to restore the building and install
his studio in it.
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From 2008 with the studio running on the third floor,
the building already restored becames an exhibition
space and at the same time, promoted the recovery of
the neighborhood and its old factories.
In 2009 and parallel to his activity as designer, Ribaudí allied with a group of creators to start the project
Recstores with the aim of making the architectural
heritage visible by temporarily installing “popup” stores
in abandoned tanneries.
From this project and thanks to the neighborhood, he
began to establish contact and friendships with the
tanners of the area. With proximity, knowing their
processes along with, the possibilities of the material,
this allows him to explore, experiment and finally create
with leather. Thus, a collection of pieces was born in
what finally became the project TORU in 2015.
A mixture of ideas and sensations turned into objects.
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Leather
Toru produces all its collections
exclusively with vegetable-tanned
leather from cow hide treated with
extracts of chestnut, mimosa and
quebracho. This guarantees a raw
material of natural manufacture
and of first class quality.
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The industrial district of the Rec of Igualada houses
one of the most important concentrations of leather
factories in Europe. Most of them specialize in manufacturing premium leather for well-known fashion
brands, and some of these continue to make by means
of vegetal tanning. This tanning technique goes back to
the beginning of time and is characterized by the use
of vegetable extracts to transform the hides into leather. Its main characteristic is to preserve the maximum
appearance and color of the original raw material along
with guaranteeing an absence of dangerous or irritating
chemical components.
The collections of Toru are produced with sadle leather
vegetal tanned leaving the visible textures and natural
imperfections of the skin. The color of the leather
comes from the material itself and the plant extracts.
By the addition of natural anilines the remaining colors
are achieved.
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Antoni Llacuna is a centenarian
tanning factory specialized in
the production of sole for footwear and leather for saddlery
produced in an artisan way.

The collection
TORU
The first three pieces of the Toru collection
have been designed as a dialogue between
the material and the symbol, between what
is and what it represents.
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Clop
With an unexpected fold at the top of the
back, the Clop chair completes the route
from a rudimentary clog - half wood, half
leather - to the idea of a chair. Coincidence
of ideas and materials for a chair constructed
in the manner of primitive objects: natural,
rough and true. Like a bonfire in the middle
of the forest.
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Clop, combines a 6 mm vegetable tanned leather backrest and solid oak European structure. Both elements fixed
together with brass fittings.
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Clop
Materials

Clop, combines a 6 mm vegetable tanned leather back and solid oak structure. Both elements fixed together
with brass fittings.

Finishes

Leather is available in different aniline colors.
The solid oak is served in natural color, or black.

Design by Jordi Ribaudí
- 43 cm -

- 84 cm - 67 cm -

- 60 cm -

Leather colours

Black

Brown

Hazelnut

Natural

Toru manufactures exclusively with vegetable-tanned leather finished with waxes to preserve the natural look.
The use and exposure to light will change the color and appearance giving it a special patina. Leather, like wood,
is a natural material and presents changes of color as well as imperfections of its origin.
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Pony
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Inspired by horseback riding. Dreaming
of being a horse, maybe a centaur. The
Pony stool combines the person with
the object to create a set, a single piece,
a single meaning, which gives symbolic
content to form and function.
A minimalist object that combines steel
structure with leather seat.
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Pony
Materials

Stool with leather seat 6 mm thick, vegetable tanned and wax finished.
The structure comes in steel with Polyester Powder Coatings and stainless steel footrest.

Finishes

The structure is available in textured black.
The skin is available in different colors.

Design by Jordi Ribaudí

- 55 cm -

- 46 cm -

- 80 cm -

- 42 cm -

- 30 cm -

- 46 cm -

Leather colours

Black

Brown

Hazelnut

Natural

Toru manufactures exclusively with vegetable-tanned leather finished with waxes to preserve the natural look.
The use and exposure to light will change the color and appearance giving it a special patina. Leather, like wood,
is a natural material and presents changes of color as well as imperfections of its origin.
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Babu
Babu is a nomadic chair. You can fly on a
rug with it or use it to sit on the sand. Its
design is inspired by the great trips of the
desert tribes. Great crossings in which
the man feels close to the earth, rests on
it and merges with the landscape. Babu is
a place to relax and meditate, it is rest and
shelter.
Babu is constructed from a leather sheet
that folds over itself to form the back.
Small brass feet fix the shape and hold
the chair upright.
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Babu
Materials
Babu is constructed from two joined leather sheets of 8 mm thickness. Small brass feet set the
shape. The seat cushion is available in velvet fabric.
Finishes
The vegetable tanned and wax finished leather is available in different aniline colors.
The upholstery is available in various colors.
Design by Jordi Ribaudí
- 74 cm -

- 78 cm -

- 72 cm -

Leather colours

Black

Brown

Hazelnut

Natural

Toru manufactures exclusively with vegetable-tanned leather finished with waxes to preserve the natural look.
The use and exposure to light will change the color and appearance giving it a special patina. Leather, like wood,
is a natural material and presents changes of color as well as imperfections of its origin.
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The Rec

Tanneries with its buttresses on the ditch.
The Rec. Igualada
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The Rec area is the former industrial area of Igualada.
An extensive space to the south of the city that follows
the course of the old ditch of four kilometers of length.
At the beginning of the eighteenth century, settled leather and dye factories, and in the mid-nineteenth century
the first industrial vapors of the textile revolution were
installed. A whole neighborhood that the crises of the
European manufacturing industry at the end of last century turned into a ghost town. Paradoxes of our time,
the disappearance of part of the industry left intact an
architectural treasure that real estate speculation did not
destroy and today is reborn as one of the most promising
urbanistic experiments in southern Europe.
Today, cultural projects, professionals, artisans and musicians, are the new settlers who begin to occupy the old
buildings to share this neighborhood with the tanners
and their tanneries that resisted the abandonment of this
small leather city.
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Want to know more
About us ?
contact@toru.barcelona
www.toru.barcelona
+34 93 805 34 58
Rec, 15 Igualada
08700 (Barcelona) Spain
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